
Wallace’s writing goes to the next level in defining a genera-
tion with “...no place to go...” His family and ministry have
faced real opposition from those who don’t want people to have
a place to go! Yet, because his heart has been open to a God who
“so loved the world,” his church doors have been open to ALL
people in the world, and the church is full! We must all come to a
place Wallace has found that “racism is a spiritual problem. It’s
not a social problem.” Read Wallace’s words, reflect on the real-
ity of these stories, and you will go beyond living, a “no place to
go life.” You can attain the next level, by giving room to people
who need a place to go!

Rev. Dr. Mark A. Muirhead
The Friends Forever Mission
www.friendsforever.bz

Wallace Phillips has learned a lot of gospel lessons the hard
way and in this book he shares the wisdom of his experiences
as a pastor in rural North Carolina. He candidly reminds us of
what Jesus said the church should look like: a place where are
all are welcome, regardless of their skin color, attire or handi-
caps. Wallace’s descriptive writing takes us on his personal
journey and calls us to examine our latent prejudices that have
been instilled by culture, not Scripture. By exposing the mis-
takes he’s made, Wallace shows that taking a stand against
bigotry requires intentional courage. He offers practical tips
to break down barriers en route to remembering that the
marginalized are valuable in God’s eyes.

John W. Kennedy
News editor
Today’s Pentecostal Evangel
jkennedy@ag.org
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“Whites go to white churches.  Blacks go to black churches.

Whites worship like whites. Blacks worship like blacks.”

That line taken from this book either makes you a little un-

comfortable, makes you mad, or makes you say a resound-

ing amen....preach it, preacher! Taken out of context, this

line could be an introduction to a book written by someone

who winks at the truth of God’s Word to satisfy his own

learned or acquired prejudice.

But in context, Wallace Phillips brings home the way real

worship should be. He concludes, “Race divides, but rela-

tionship with Christ unites.”

This leads you to wonder...what else do we adopt and ac-

cept as part of our Christian society, that in reality, actually

stinks in the nostrils of God?  Republicans speak loud.

Democrats speak loud. Preachers preach loud. Movie stars

and Hollywood live loud. But can our lively songs of praise

touch the heart of God if we are silent to the truth and turn

away from the very things that move His heart?

Foreword
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Wallace Phillips serves up a hefty portion of real life appli-

cation to go along with a side dish of good intentions. Good

intentions are useless if they never get out of the gate. Reach-

ing people...all people, is the heart of God.

Wallace is a white pastor building a thriving and growing

multi-cultural church in a small town in North Carolina.

I’ve been there; three times as a matter of fact. Not only is

Wallace a pastor, he’s my friend. By the way, I’m a black

man. Why does this matter you ask? (I hope you ask!) The

reason this is significant is because there was a time when

people with brown skin like mine were not welcome in

Wallace’s church. The congregation and the board weren’t

having any of that. Did I mention Wallace was the pastor?

I didn’t know Wallace back then, but I do know that today

Wallace is colorblind. And I’m sure you won’t find him on

the healing line to get his “sight” back. He probably

wouldn’t say this, but I also know that he has taken major

criticism from black and white leaders because he’s opened

up the doors of the church to anyone looking to find refuge

and hope in the Kingdom of God.

So ALL DRESSED UP AND NO PLACE TO GO is about

people. And it’s a book about God. It’s also a book about

unconditional, unfailing love. It’s God working through you

and me so that we can start a revolution —  spiritual revo-

lution that causes us to become radical enough to step away

from the cult of the comfortable; breaking through the color

barriers, the food lines, and the denominational walls. The

gospel is for the “haves” and the “have-nots” the able and

the disabled. It’s for anyone and everyone who truly wants

to be free. I hope that’s you. I’m glad it includes me.

Ever wondered what your purpose is? Do you know what

your purpose is, but you’re not sure how to make it hap-

pen? Wallace gives practical and spiritual insight to touch-

ing God. For when you touch God, he’ll lead you to your
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purpose. ALL DRESSED UP AND NO PLACE TO GO is a

book that will fuel your fire to make the grace of God avail-

able to all and the love of Jesus more famous than the labels

we choose to wear.

Alvin Slaughter

Founder and President

Alvin Slaughter Concerts

Faith Life international

www.alvinslaughter.com
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A
s a child, I well remember sitting on the second row

from the back at our church in North Carolina. Of-

ten I would seize the opportunity to sit with my grand-

parents instead of my mom and dad or some other friend

or family. It’s intriguing now, as I visit those days in my

mind, to realize the tremendous effect those moments

had on me. I’ve recalled them in memory; I’ve shared

them in sermons. I’ve visited and revisited the little things

that seem to have made lasting impressions on my life,

and now on the lives of others.

Grandma Phillips would often lean over and whis-

per in my ear as we quietly awaited the entrance of the

ministry team from the front of the sanctuary. Each week I

watched as the pastor, choir members, and other individu-

als who assisted from time to time entered the place of

worship at the eleven o’clock hour. They met together be-

hind the scenes as a team ready to take their position on the

field. Pastor instructed. Choir robes were zipped. Last-

“This is the church…”

Chapter One
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“This is the church. This
is the steeple. Open the
doors and see all the
people.”

minute looks in the mirror were taken. Someone prayed.

And the moment the glorious chimes completed the elev-

enth ring, God’s chosen leaders stepped in to what we all

take for granted far too often. It was time for worship—

time for the people of God to corporately join together to

declare the Lord’s worth.

When Grandma leaned and whispered, she in-

structed. Her message indeed was reverence. Silence was

expected—only indoor voices. She did, however, use this

time to teach me. I can see her now cupping her wrinkled

hands and whispering poetically the stanza that has for-

ever been imbedded into my spirit. From her middle fin-

gers to her pinkies, she formed a building. Her index fin-

gers were raised with tips touching to fashion her steeple.

Her two thumbs met in the middle to form the doors of her

church and then she spoke: “This is the church. This is the

steeple. Open the doors and see all the people.” As she reached

the final word of the

stanza she rolled her

hands in an upward

fashion and revealed

a church filled to ca-

pacity. Eight fingers

and two thumbs represented a packed house in Grandma’s

hand-designed church. She never knew that her pre-service

lesson would impact my life and become a major part of

what I share in my ministry influence today.

Today I serve as senior pastor to a most unique

church—at least that is the word that I receive from minis-

try guests who visit Carpenter’s Shop Church from all across
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the nation. Carpenter’s Shop is not a megachurch. It’s not

strategically placed in a Fort Worth, a Sacramento, or an

Atlanta. It’s a church placed in a small town of just more

than five thousand people—a worship facility that draws

from the rural parts as people make their way to the hub of

our county of just over twenty-two thousand. Our ministry

is unique because its doors are open to everyone. It’s

multicultural, diverse in its makeup, warm in its feel, and

reflective of its community.

The church is busy, constantly touching the commu-

nity and consistently committed to marketing what we have

to offer. We believe the love of Jesus—and the fellowship

of His followers that is experienced by all who frequent

our fellowship—should characterize every church. Jesus him-

self said, “A new command I give you; Love one another. As I

have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men

will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another”

(John 13:34,35).

That love for Him should be the experience of any-

one and everyone who embraces the ministry on any level.

That love for Him should transcend all of our presupposi-

tions about what the church should be. It should demolish

any argument about who should or should not be a part of

our church.

That’s the thing that puzzles me about the church at

large today. Why are we so separated? Why are we divided?

Why have we allowed denomination to be placed at the

forefront of significance? Why has race or ethnicity served

as a characteristic of why we are a part of a certain gather-

ing of believers? Why has socio-economic status become a
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determinant in the question of who our church should reach?

Why is the church unprepared to meet the needs of some

who would love to be a part of the fellowship?

The church of the Lord Jesus Christ in our nation

should be recognized by the same characteristics as that of

the early church in the Book of Acts. This living organism

called the church should be known for its perpetual growth.

Luke reminds us what made the early church so attractive

in Acts 2:42–47:

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone

was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs

were done by the apostles. All  the believers were together and

had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods,

they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day  they continued

to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their

homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising

God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added

to their number daily those who were being saved.”

Does that sound like the church you attend? The fi-

nal assessment of the early church is that “the Lord added to

their number daily.” Growth was phenomenal! The church

impacted everyone. All were united and had everything in

common. Anyone who had a need was given the necessary

resources. The church at large today has drifted from this

biblical picture that was established on the winds of Pente-

cost. The spiritual fire that set early believers ablaze for the

kingdom burned out the dross of a religious spirit, result-

ing in spiritual empowerment to point people to Jesus and

His love for all.
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“A new command I give you;
Love one another.”

—Jesus

The picture of the church that we see today doesn’t

include everyone. Some are excluded intentionally, while

others are often overlooked or not targeted as candidates

for the church because of race, socio-economic status, or

the mere fact that we’re not prepared to minister to their

unique needs.

By and large, people are not attracted to what we

know as the traditional church in America. Some houses of

worship are struggling to survive and keep their doors open.

Statistics show us that many churches in America today are

losing ground.

The church, whether directly or indirectly, has turned

many people away. Those individuals often deem the church

as irrelevant, ineffective, stereotypical, or judgmental.

 If you were to ask any pastor of any church today if

he wanted the church to grow, I think the answer would be

a resounding “YES!” Christian leaders desire growth, but

growth doesn’t

come easy.

George Barna

records his

finding about

church attendance and involvement in a March 2005 publi-

cation of The Barna Update. He says “Despite widespread

efforts to increase church attendance across the nation, the

annual survey of church attendance conducted by The Barna

Group shows that one-third of all adults (34%) remain ‘un-

churched.’ That proportion has changed little during the

past five years. However, because of the nation’s popula-

tion continuing growth, the number of unchurched adults
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continues to grow by nearly a million people annually.”

In addition, worshipers are discovering new means

of meeting their spiritual needs rather than the typical church

on the corner. In a June 2006 publication of The Barna Up-

date, Barna again notes that “Americans are increasingly

designing their lifestyles in ways that meet their needs more

efficiently. This is true even in the spiritual realm, as evi-

denced by the rapid growth of participation in house

churches across the

nation. Whereas

most people con-

tinue to think of ‘go-

ing to church’ as at-

tending a service at

one of the many

church buildings located throughout their community, a new

study from The Barna Group shows that millions of adults

are trying out new forms of spiritual community and wor-

ship, with many abandoning the traditional forms alto-

gether.”

The traditional church has forced individuals to seek

out more effective means of meeting their spiritual needs.

If some believers find themselves turned off by what the

church offers, how do you think the typical non-believer

assesses the church on the corner? Grandma’s” church was

filled to capacity as she quietly taught me “This is the church.

This is the steeple. Open the doors and see all the people.” But

Grandma’s packed-house model would be absent a few fin-

gers in the stanza today.

Believers should be concerned about the reality of

“The church at large today
has drifted from this bibli-
cal picture that was estab-
lished on the winds of
Pentecost.”
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the church in America. Is the love that Jesus talked about

evident in the lives of those who claim to be His disciples?

Is the church living out the biblical characteristics that are

shown to us in the early church model? Are the doors to the

churches that are indeed abundant in America open, and

open to everyone? I’m not sure they are. In fact, in many

cases, the doors to the house of the Lord are closed.

“And the Lord added to their number daily those who

were being saved”(Acts 2:47).


